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The Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Parish Council Meeting and Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council 
was held this evening at 7.30pm at Lesbury Village Hall. 

 

Present:  Cllrs Norris (Chair) (JN), Humphrys (Vice Chair) (JH), Church (MC), Hodgson (AH), 
Martin (AM), Tulip (PT) and County Cllr Martin Swinbank (MS) 

 

In attendance: Elizabeth Taylor (Clerk) (ET) and 2 members of the public. 
 

 

Annual Parish Meeting Minutes ACTION 

1.  Chair’s Report 2021-22: JN read the Chair’s Report – a copy of which will be 
circulated to the PC and will also be available on the PC website. The report gave a 
brief summary of the range of projects and activities the PC has been involved in over 
the past year and covered topics such as Covid, the precept, the Neighbourhood Plan, 
traffic management projects with NCC at Deep Dene and Hipsburn School, future 
projects such as the Steppey Lane footbridge, village gateway signs and Hipsburn 
roundabout fingerpost, the Post Office and broadband amongst others.  Thanks were 
given to all who help and contribute to the working of the Parish Council. 

 
 

2.  Public Questions: 
Hipsburn Roundabout Sign: Billy McKnight enquired as to progress of replacing the 
fingerpost sign.  JH and MS confirmed NCC Highways have agreed to replace the sign 
and if required, funds have been offered by GC, MS and the PC to help with cost so 
that a traditional fingerpost sign can be installed.  NCC are liaising with AONB about 
design and things are progressing. 
Footpaths: Richard Fairbairn raised concern about pedestrians using the A1068 to 
access the new brewery at Hawkhill when walking from Alnwick via the stepping stones 
at Greenrigg and then also down to Hipsburn/Lesbury on the Bilton end of South View 
where there is no pavement.  The concern about lack of footpaths in the area and in 
particular between Lesbury and Alnwick was also raised at last months meeting.    MC 
had also flagged last month that the footpath from A1068 to Alnwick needed clearing 
and this would open up another footpath and may help with the access to Alnwick 
although there was concern about the small stretch of no footpath on the A1068 by 
Deep Dene which would need resolving if that footpath were to be more widely used.  It 
was also noted the fingerpost sign at Deep Dene should be amended to read “Alnwick” 
rather than “Greenrigg” as visitors to the area would not know where “Greenrigg” was.  
MS to pick up with NCC RoW Officer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS 

 

7.52pm Annual Parish Meeting ended. 
 

Annual Parish Council Meeting and Monthly Meeting Minutes ACTION 

Public Questions: there were no questions as the 2 residents who had attended the 
Annual Parish meeting had left. 

 

1.  Election of Chairman: JN was proposed as Chair by PT.  2nd by AH.  All agreed. 
Election of Vice-Chair: JH was proposed as Chair by AH.  2nd by PT.  All agreed. 
It was noted that JN was happy to stand as Chair for a further 2 years and that JH was 
happy to stand as Vice Chair for 1 further year. 

 

2.  Election of Planning Sub Committee Chair: PT was proposed as Chair by JN, 2nd by 
AH.  All agreed. 
Election of Planning Sub-Committee: PT, JH, JuH and DK to remain on the Planning 
Sub-Committee.  – proposed JN, 2nd AH.  All agreed.  JH to confirm if she wishes to 
remain on the Committee.  

 
 

JH 

3.  Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office form by all Parish Councillors: 
Form previously circulated to the PC and Councillors to sign and return to ET. 

ALL 

4.  Apologies: Cllrs Hall (JuH), Knowles (DK) and County Cllr Gordon Castle (GC)  
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5.  Minutes: 26 April 2022 minutes were to be amended such that item 9k) was to be 
actioned by JuH not JH.  Otherwise agreed to be signed as a true record. 

 

6.  Declarations of Interest: None  

7.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
Speedwatch: DK was yet to speak with Kevin Franklin. 
Queens Jubilee Mementos: ET/JH had liaised with Hipsburn School and the school 
were to purchase bookmarks for each child with the grant to commemorate the Jubilee. 

 
 
 

8.  Matters Arising 
a) Lesbury Post Office Update: JH advised there was currently no buyer for the Post 

Office and so the management group had continued to meet to take matters forward 
for a community buy-out.  The Plunkett Foundation had requested a copy of the 
residents’ survey and had requested that the management group join the Plunkett 
Foundation and become a Community Asset Committee.  An informal survey had 
been carried out and the Post Office was thought to be in general good condition.  
The management group would like to hire a professional surveyor to carry out a full 
survey and report.  The cost to join the Plunkett Foundation and carry out the survey 
was in the region of £1k.  It was agreed the PC would fund these costs – proposed 
JN, 2nd AH – all agreed.  JH also reported the outbuilding could also be utilised for 
better storage or another function.  Alison was happy to continue to work 4 days per 
week.  The residents’ survey confirmed there was a good level of support in the 
village either in volunteer time or financial donations to support the community buy 
out.  Residents had responded they would like to see more household items for sale.     

b) Lesbury Village Hall Lease: JH had liaised with Mark Warcup Solicitors about the 
lease and the query on the new 5th clause “not knowingly…cause the Demised 
Premises to become an adopted public highway or right of way or village green or 
common land”.  JH had advised Mark Warcup Solicitors that the bowls club was 
already designated a green space in the Neighbourhood Plan.  Mark Warcup 
Solicitors advised the 5th clause was standard in the N’land Estates leases for the 
last 15 years (the old Village Hall lease was dated 2002) however he had liaised with 
Julia Robson of N’land Estates and a revised lease had been issued with an 
amendment to clause 5.  The amended lease had been circulated to the PC for 
consideration and review.   MC had a query about the “Schedule Variations to the 
Lease” as it now referred to the Lessee as the Village Hall rather than the Parish 
Council.  It was agreed MC to liaise with Mark Warcup Solicitors to get clarity.  ET to 
email Mark Warcup Solicitors to advise MC would be in touch. 
Lesbury Tennis Club: MC sought clarification on the lease/agreement between 
Lesbury Parish Council, Lesbury Village Hall and Lesbury Bowls Club.  MC advised 
he had interest from parents who either had children keen to play tennis or who 
could help with crowd funding.  MC had discussed with N’land Estates if there were 
any other possible locations for a tennis court in the village and the only other 
possible site was next to the football pitch and cricket club – a bigger project 
requiring more funding.  MC felt that to refurbish the pre-existing tennis court was 
the better option which would require less funds and that Alnwick Tennis Club was 
supportive as it would act as a feeder to their club. MC had held a meeting with JH 
and the Chair of Lesbury Bowls Club about the possibility of re-opening the tennis 
court to be used when the Bowls club wasn’t in use ie in the morning and in winter.  
MC acknowledged it didn’t work if the tennis court and Bowls Club were in use at the 
same time.  MC suggested a removable net could be used and an estimate to 
resurface the old court had come in at £14k.  This would provide a new facility for 
the village.  The Chair of Lesbury Bowls Club had suggested MC put forward a 
business case for the project that the Bowls Club could consider to include 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ET/MC 
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insurance cover.  However, if this goes ahead, MC wanted assurance that the 
agreement with the Bowls Club would be upheld and enquired about the protection if 
they changed their mind.  MC enquired who has the overall rights over the tennis 
court – is it the Bowls Club or Lesbury Village Hall or Lesbury Parish Council.  MC 
noted the only legal documentation in place between Lesbury Village Hall and 
Lesbury Bowls Club was an 20 year old un-signed agreement that was 5 paragraphs 
long.  JH advised Lesbury Village Hall were reviewing if there was an older 
agreement in place.  JH also advised the Bowls Club had never had an agreement 
with the PC, it had always been with the Village Hall Committee.  JH also advised 
when the Tennis Club folded, the Village Hall Committee had put out an appeal in 
the newsletter and Parish Magazine for volunteers to keep it running but no one 
came forward.  JH advised there were sources of funding that could be tapped into 
but raised concern that because Alnwick Tennis Club was within a 3 mile radius and 
was needing members, obtaining funding may prove difficult. It was agreed MC to 
put together a business proposal and then hold a further meeting with the Bowls 
Club and possibly also the Village Hall Committee and the PC. 

c) Alncom - Lesbury Broadband Project Update: JuH had reported that Alncom 
have commitment for 54 connections and this is growing weekly.  Alncom report that 
the fibre source is now live and they will 100% be building the network.  Alncom are 
waiting for the planning team to suggest a date when they might start. JH confirmed 
Lesbury Village Hall and St Mary’s Church will receive free broadband.  Both the 
school and the Post Office already get their broadband paid for.  Any residents not 
yet registered their interest can do so at: www.alncom.co.uk or call 01665 604816. 

d) Coach Inn Update: JuH had reported that Starpubs continue to be committed to the 
re-opening of the Coach Inn and negotiations are ongoing with a possible Tenant.  
JuH had enquired if the community could purchase the pub and the response had 
been it was not for sale and only available on a lease-hold basis.  JuH had also 
requested that the brewery need to tend to the gardens. 

e) Armed Forces Covenant: It was noted that NCC/NALC were encouraging sign up 
to the Armed Forces Covenant.  A short report to the PC about the Covenant had 
been previously circulated.  It was agreed not to progress at this time.  

9.  County Councillor Gordon Castle and Martin Swinbank – NCC Update 
VMS Speed Signs: A quote for the purchase of 2 new speedsigns for the A1068 and 
Longhoughton Road had been obtained by NCC Highways.  The PC’s contribution 
would be £4,184.90 and this was agreed – proposed JH, 2nd AM, all approved. 
VMS Speed Sign on South View:  GC had sought clarification from NCC about 
whether the VMS sign was considered a highways sign and therefore there was a legal 
obligation to keep highways signs clear and free from obstruction to function correctly.  
NCC had confirmed this was the case.  It was therefore agreed that a letter from NCC 
advising the resident that the foliage needed to be cut back so the sign is kept in good 
working order and that the PC had agreed to fund and organise through local resources 
for this to happen.  MS would liaise with NCC Highways re the letter to the resident.  It 
was agreed that once the agreement had been reached with the resident, Penny 
Royale would be contacted to see if he was able to add to the list of routine 
maintenance works he already undertook in the parish and that the PC would pay for 
these works to take place on a regular basis – proposed JN, 2nd JH.  
Hipsburn to Warkworth Cycleway: MS advised he was awaiting a response from Iain 
Robson of AONB about the ongoing flooding problem. 
Village Gateway Signs: It was agreed to wait until the outcome of the LTP and if 
Lesbury had been successful in getting the speed limit through the village reduced to 
20mph before progressing the purchase and installation of village gateway signs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS 
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Queen’s Jubilee Baton: MS advised this would be in Alnwick on Friday 15 July 2022 
starting at Alnwick Garden from approx. 1.47pm.  More details to follow. 

 

10.  Planning 
a) 22/01090/FUL – Front/Rear Extension - Old Reading Room, Lesbury – an objection 

had been submitted as this was not in-keeping with it being in the conservation area. 
b) 22/01465/FUL – 1½ storey extension - Ivy Cottage, Bilton, NE66 2SU – application 

just received. 

 

11.  Correspondence Received  
a) NCC Love Northumberland Awards 2022 - noted 
b) Lesbury Village Hall – defibrillator training – 7pm – Thur 9 June – all welcome 
c) NCC – Northumberland Day – 29 May 2022 – noted 
d) NCC – Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment.  JH to review and advise re response. 
e) National Highways – A1 Update – noted 
f) NCC Climate Website Consultation – JH to respond 

 
 
 
 

JH 
 

JH 

12.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2021/22 – Internal audit noted and 

Annual Governance Statement, draft annual accounts for 2021/2022, Accounting 
Statement & Explanation of Variances and Certification of Exemption all approved.  
Proposed AH, 2nd JH, all agreed. 

b) NCC (Half Precept) - £8,500 – CREDIT - noted 
c) Penny Royale (Lesbury Works) - £27.52 - agreed 
d) Shiel & Morrison (Post Office Questionnaires) - £57.59 - agreed 
e) John Wright (Internal Audit) - £60 - agreed 
f) Northumberland Estates (Bench) - £114 - agreed 
g) Lesbury Village Hall (room hire) - £259 – agreed 
h) Post Office (stamps) - £13.60 – agreed 
i) Penny Royale (Lesbury Works) -£46.52 - agreed 

 

13.  Pond Field Play Area: 
AM confirmed all in working order.  The PC noted the annual RoSPA safety inspection 
was to take place in June. 

 

14.  Any Other Matters for Discussion: 
Graffiti: AM reported hate graffiti had vandalised property in both Lesbury and 
Alnmouth.  It had been reported to both Northumbria Police and Alnmouth PC.  NCC 
Coastcare had provided some solvent to clear up the graffiti in Lesbury/Hipsburn.  AM 
was thanked for his efforts to resolve. 
Dog Bin at Greenrigg: AM advised a resident had requested a dog bin be installed at 
Greenrigg.  ET had checked with NCC if they would empty a dog bin from this location 
but unfortunately this was not possible as it was too far off route. 
Traffic Calming at South View: AM advised a resident had requested traffic calming 
measures on South View as there had been 2 near-miss road traffic accidents with 
children accessing Pond Field play area.  MS suggested the PC submit it was one of 
their priorities for the LTPs which will be out for submissions in August. 
Grass Cutting: PT enquired why a communal grass area at Bilton doesn’t get cut by 
NCC.  JN suggested PT contact NCC direct to follow-up.  MS to also make enquiries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL 
 
 

PT/MS 

15.  NEXT MEETING: Monthly Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm - Tuesday 28 June 2022 – 
Lesbury Village Hall 

ALL 

 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 9.21pm. 


